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Up  a  long  incline  from  the  East  Galena  Town  Hall 
and  the  municipal  waterworks  on  Bouthillier  Street,  in 
Galena,  stands  the  Ulysses  S.  Grant  Home,  a  two-story 
brick,  wide-eaved  building  commanding  a  sweeping  view 
of  the  valley.  Built  in  1857  by  Alexander  Jackson,  it  was 
presented  by  the  City  to  Grant  on  his  return  from  the 
Civil  War.  Grant  lived  here  for  a  short  time  before  his 
election  to  the  Presidency,  and  resumed  his  residence  for 
two  years  more  in  1879  after  his  trip  around  the  world. 

In  1904,  the  home  was  deeded  to  the  city  by  Frederick 
Dent  Grant,  son  of  the  President.  In  1932,  it  was  present¬ 
ed  to  the  State  and  incorporated  in  the  Illinois  System  of 
Parks  and  Memorials.  It  contains  a  spacious  parlor,  a 
library  and  bedrooms  appointed  with  family  heirlooms. 
The  china  and  silver  used  by  the  Grants  in  the  White 
House,  the  General’s  favorite  arm  chair,  military  trophies, 
andr^6livenirs  from  the  trip  around  the  world  are  to  be 
seen.  Gf  never-ending  interest  to  visitors  is  a  bowl  of  fruit 
artificially  preserved  with  an  Indian  formula  by  Mrs. 
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Grant. . 

Tire  hgcnp,.  which  is  maintained  as  it  was  when  occupied 
by  GrSnt  family,  is  open  to  visitors  from  9  A.  M.  to 
5  P!.*M.'  daily.  The  carriage  used  by  Grant  during  his  two 
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administrations  has  been  acquired  and  is  on  exhibition. 

.One  April  day  in  1860,  along  winding  streets  and 

benfeath  gril,le*d  porticoes  and  cast  iron  balconies  of  the 
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bustlhig  town  of  Galena,  walked  a  middle-aged  ex-soldier 
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in  a  faded  blue  coat,  newly  arrived  from  St.  Louis  with 
his  wife  and  four  children.  The  ex-soldier  was  Ulysses 
Simpson  Grant,  christened  Hiram  Ulysses  but  accidentally 
misnamed  by  the  Congressman  who  had  appointed  him  to 
West  Point.  Grant,  then  thirty-eight,  was  the  eldest  son 
of  Jesse  R.  Grant,  prosperous  St.  Louis  tanner. 

Born  at  Point  Pleasant,  Ohio,  April  27,  1822,  he  was 
graduated  from  West  Point  at  18,  served  through  the 
Mexican  War  and  had  subsequently  failed  at  farming, 
auctioneering  and  account  collecting.  His  father,  who  felt 
that  fifteen  years  in  the  army  had  left  Grant  maladujsted 
for  business,  had  grudgingly  given  him  a  $600-a-year  job 
in  his  leather  store.  During  the  next  year  Grant,  naturally 
taciturn,  lived  obscurely,  made  few  friends. 

In  1861  he  acted  as  drill-master  for  Galena’s  volunteers 
and  when  the  company  left,  accompanied  them  to  Spring- 
held  where  he  secured  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Grant’s  return  from  the  Civil  War  on  August  19, 
1865,  was  the  signal  for  Galena’s  greatest  celebration. 
Ten  thousand  people  met  him  at  the  depot ;  at  the  DeSoto 
House  36  young  women  in  formal  attire  welcomed  him 
to  a  reception,  and  Main  Street  was  spanned  with  a 
triumphal  arch.  After  an  address  of  welcome  by  the  Hon. 
E.  B.  Washburn,  he  was  presented  with  his  new  home 
where  for  a  brief  period  he  lived  a  comparatively  quiet 
life. 


In  1867,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  War 
and  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Reconstruction  pro¬ 
gram  which  had  been  carried  over  the  veto  of  President 
Andrew  Johnson.  This,  combined  with  nation-wide  adu¬ 
lation,  made  him  the  inevitable  choice  for  the  Republican 
nomination  and  in  1868  he  was  elected  President.  After 
two  terms  and  a  world  trip,  he  returned  to  Galena  in  1879. 
During  the  next  two  years,  the  bearded  general,  always 
with  a  cigar  in  his  mouth  and  generally  accompanied  by 
his  Japanese  servant,  became  a  familiar  figure  on  Galena’s 
streets.  In  1881,  he  left  to  live  in  New  York.  Four  years 
later  he  died. 

Galena,  booming  with  lead  mine  and  shipping  profits 
when  Grant  arrived,  had  by  this  time  seen  the  passing  of 
its  day  of  great  prosperity.  A  bustling  outpost  in  1826, 
when  Chicago  was  still  a  swamp  village,  Galena  began 
to  decline  in  the  'Sixties  when  railroads  diverted  its  river 
traffic  and  foreign  competition  killed  its  lead  and  zinc 
enterprises.  Today  Galena,  quietly  charming,  has  many 
mementoes  of  a  stirring  past.  In  Grant  Park  is  a  civilian 
statue  of  the  General  presented  to  the  city  in  1892  by 
Herman  Kohlsaat,  Chicago  publisher.  In  the  Galena 
Federal  Building,  once  the  customs  house,  hangs  Thomas 
Nast’s  famous  painting  of  Lee’s  surrender  to  Grant  at 
Appomattox.  Also  to  be  seen  is  the  building  that  housed 
Grant’s  leather  store,  the  first  Grant  home  on  High  Street, 
and  the  site  of  the  old  postoffice,  first  in  Northern  Illinois. 


A  photograph 
in  Washington 
9,  1864,  after 
n  had  given 
his  commission 
i  tenant  General 
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